
rely on Beaver Dam for paramedic 
intercept service and BDFD also 
provides inter-facility transports, 
bringing patients to higher-level 
medical care in Madison.

Those EMS responsibilities, 
accounting for 82 percent of the 
department’s total call volume, 
explain the presence of four 
ambulances in Beaver Dam’s sole 
firehouse at 205 S. Lincoln Ave. 

Beaver Dam F.D.’s 46 members, 
comprised of 21 career and 25 
paid-on-call personnel, provide fire 
protection to a 100-square-mile 
area that includes the city of 16,000 
residents and a surrounding rural area 
with another 9,000 residents.

The coverage area served by the 
department’s paramedics extends 
another 50 square miles. On top of 
that, several neighboring departments 

They have a big area to cover, 
but the Beaver Dam Fire 
& Rescue Dept. effectively 

carries out its responsibilities even 
with relatively modest staffing levels 
— a situation that may be helped 
through a referendum vote taking 
place this month.
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BEAVER DAM FIRE & RESCUE DEPT. 

in Downtown Beaver Dam. Each 
ambulance has a service life of about 
12 years, with a new unit coming 
to the department about every three 
years.

With such a large service area, BDFD 
also gets its fair share of structure fire 
calls. The year 2018 was especially 
challenging for the department, 
including three apartment building 
fires — one of which was really 
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serious with two fatalities. 
It could have been worse: A 
crew of six BDFD firefighters 
who had been working on the 
second floor had just walked 
out when the fire flashed over.

It was also that year when 
a clandestine bomb maker 
blew himself up in  a unit at 
the Village Glen Apartments 
on March 5. The discovery 
of more explosive materials 
and uncertainty about where 
additional materials might 
be resulted in an emotionally 
draining 12-day ordeal that 
made national headlines. 
Ultimately it was decided that 
the apartment building was too 
contaminated with explosive 
materials and would need to 
be burned down. Residents 
who had been forced from 
their units were allowed to 
take only two plastic totes of 
what possessions they had left 
behind in their units, and those 
were retrieved by FBI agents 
and members of the Dane 
County Bomb Squad.

The call was the subject of a 
fascinating presentation by 
Fire Chief Alan Mannel as one 

of the breakout sessions during the 
2020 WSFA Convention in Stevens 
Point.

For Mannel, and probably for many 
who responded, it was the call of a 
career.

“I had to leave the Chicago suburbs 
and come to rural Wisconsin to catch 
the big one,” he jokes.

Mannel was also second mutual aid 

chief on scene for the catastrophic 
Didion explosion in nearby Cambria 
in May 2017.

The need for additional 
manpower

With BDFD’s increasing 
responsibilities, a consultant 
report several years ago suggested 
enhancing resources for the 
department, including hiring 
additional line firefighters, adding 
another full-time officer to oversee 
training, a full-time fire inspector, 
and adding a second fire house and 
training facility on the city’s north 
side.

Residents were to decide Nov. 3 
whether to OK funding for part of 
those recommendations — hiring 
six additional firefighter/paramedics. 
That would provide eight firefighters 
on shift each day in addition to 
Mannel and Deputy Chief Matt 
Christian, who work days Monday 
through Friday.

The measure would add an additional 
43 cents per every $1,000 of property 
value to tax bills. Department and 
city officials agreed to delay asking 
for funding for the additional fire 
station and officer’s position to 
make the measure more palatable for 
voters.

The need is there, Mannel contends. 
EMS calls continue to increase, and 
the nationwide decline in volunteers 
is also affecting Beaver Dam. The 
department is authorized to have 
33 volunteers, but as of September 
only had 25 on its roster. And while 
Mannel is proud of the skills and 
commitment of his volunteers, not 



many have EMS certifications.

If successful, the referendum will 
allow the department the opportunity 
to put one additional ambulance on 
the street, as well as provide ready 
manpower at a fire scene. During 
the day, mutual aid is pretty sparse, 
Mannel noted. As can be the case 
with POC response, although with the 
pandemic BDFD has been helped with 
turnout by having several of its POCs 
working from home.

In the debate leading up to 
authorization of the referendum, 
some questioned whether the 
department should continue to 
offer interfacility transports. But 
with only one private ambulance 
carrier close by, Mannel contends 
the department is providing a 
valuable service to the community. 
Off-duty career staff and part time 
members make the inter-facility 
runs and the department makes 
sure it always has two ambulances 
available in its response area before 
authorizing the runs.

Mannel says the service pays for itself 
and even generates some $100,000 in 
annual revenue for the city.

The department has tried to build its 
ranks through a cadet program, which 
has been in place for about eight years. 
One of the cadets, Matt Weidler, went 
on to become a career member at 
Beaver Dam and three current paid-
on-call members, Kyle Nehr, Brennen 
Buschke, and Anthony Kuenzi, also 
came from the cadet ranks. Other cadet 
alumni have gone on to careers with 
other departments. Current cadets are: 
Maggie Weidler, Logan Thomas, Jacob 
Mays, Bradon Franke, Kaiser Uttech, 
Elijah Lazewski, Emily Carlson, Jason 
Carlson, Ren Nickel, Dylan Anderson, 
and Gabe Lemire.

Special teams

In addition to EMS and fire, Beaver 
Dam F.D. also stands ready to 
respond to a myriad of emergency 
scenarios, including water rescues.  
The department’s water rescue 
and dive team has proven its value 
many times with 6,700-acre Beaver 
Dam Lake stretching northwest 
from the tip of the city.

The department has three 
water craft ready to respond 
to emergencies in all seasons. 

They include a 24-foot Kann 
Manufacturing rescue boat, a jet 
ski Yamaha Waverunner, and a 
Neoteric hovercraft for ice and 
marsh calls. The department has 
a trailer dedicated for dive team 
and water rescue equipment. Ten 

department members are certified 
rescue divers. The department on 
average responds to about six to 

eight water calls each year, Mannel 
said.

The Beaver Dam station is also home 
to the Dodge County Hazmat Team’s 
response vehicle, which Beaver Dam 
firefighters will bring to any hazmat 
call in the county. The county team is 
a level B team, with level A response 
coming from Madison or Milwaukee 
as needed.

Facilities and equipment

All land and water equipment is kept 
at the firehouse, the core of which 

dates to 1959-60 when it was 
constructed to be Beaver 
Dam’s City Hall and public 
safety building housing 
fire and police. An addition 
for the Fire Department 
was added in 2000, giving 
taller-height bays for today’s 
modern fire apparatus.

In 2012, the Beaver Dam 
Police Department moved to a new 
facility and the former police areas 
were remodeled for additional space 
for the Fire Department. The old 
Police Department sallyport now 
serves as parking for department 
staff vehicles and the department’s 

first motorized vehicle, a 1934 
Dodge Brothers/Pirsch. The antique 
was obtained from a collector in 
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Beaver Dam rescue boat

1934 Dodge Brothers/Pirsch
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Milwaukee and Mannel says the 
department hopes to restore it to its 
original glory.  

The City of Beaver Dam Police 
and Fire Commission has oversight 
of the Fire Department with 
financial support from the Beaver 
Dam Community Fire and Rescue 
Association, which represents the 
rural communities served by the 
department. The association owns 
and insures an engine, tender, grass 
truck and ATV. It also helped fund 
equipment for the department’s 
rescue engine and pays in about 20 
percent of the department’s operating 
budget.

Fundraising for the department is 
limited to what is usually an annual 
appeal to the business community for 
funds to buy fire safety and public 
education materials.

“I’m always amazed at the generosity 
of the business community,” Mannel 
said.

Beaver Dam Professional 
Firefighters Charities is a non-profit 
organization, which formed in 2013 

and is composed of current and 
former Beaver Dam firefighters of 
Beaver Dam Professional Firefighters 
Local 3432. The group aims to serve 

the Beaver Dam community through 
fundraising efforts and charitable 
activities such as Operation Warmth, 
Fill the Boot for MDA and Children’s 
Radiothon. 

Leadership

Mannel has served as Beaver Dam 
chief for 12 years. He came to 
Wisconsin after a 24-year career with 
the Matteson Fire Dept. in the south 
Chicago suburbs. He served six years 
before that with the University Park, 
Ill., Fire Dept., first as a cadet then as 
a paid-on-call member and later full-
time. Alan’s dad was a firefighter in 
Park Forest, Ill.

Mannel had relatives in Menomonee 
Falls and Waupaca and vacationed 
in the Hayward area, so he wasn’t 
a complete stranger to the Badger 
State.

Mannel is assisted by eight full-time 
command and support staff members: 

Deputy Chief Matt Christian, 
who oversees fire prevention and 
operations; captains Lee Smith 
who oversees shift 2 and training, 
Paul Hartl who oversees shift 1 
and EMS and Chris Ackley who 
oversees shift 3 and public education; 
lieutenants John Jatczak, Corey 
Braunschweig and Wesley Jahnke; 
and Administrative Assistant Lana 
Fassbender. The career captains 
basically serve as shift commanders 
while the lieutenants oversee 
training. There are also five paid-
on-call lieutenants: Don Neuman, 
Nick Buchda, Erick Waugus, Tom 
McMenamin and Gary Peck. 

The department’s career firefighters 
are: George Anetsberger, Charlie 
Bau, Ben Beck, Joshua Coffey, 
Jeremy DuCharme, Heather 
Shoemaker, Don Smith, Eric Theel, 
Tony Thomas, Matt Weidler, Jake 
Zemlicka-Retzlaff. 

Paid-on-call firefighters are: Matt 
Bartol, Brennen Buschke, Cody 
DeVries, Andrea Hill, Tom Hill, Tony 
Klatt, Anthony Kuenzi, Joe Ludtke, 
Brad Modaff, Dan Mullin, Kyle 
Nehr, Jim Perkins, George Reddie, 
Joe Robinson, Dave Schoenberger, 
Nick Smith, Andrew Stegner, George 
Stegner, Erich Waugus, Sophie 
Willihnganz, and Jim Yaroch. 

“I’m proud of the work we do. We 
do some pretty solid work and I’m 
proud of the crews,” Mannel said in 
summation. “And I’m pleased with 
the overall support of the citizens. 
They seem to embrace us and we do 
a lot of public ed and get out in the 
community.”

(continued on page 22)

Beaver Dam monthly business meeting
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As you may have guessed, an 
old dam built by beavers in 
a stream flowing into what 

became known as Beaver Dam River 
led to the naming of the commu-
nity located in Dodge County. First 
settled in 1841, the area also known 
as Okwaanim (Chippewa for beaver 
dam), was incorporated as the City of 
Beaver Dam in 1856, the same year 
the Milwaukee Railroad reached the 
area and spurred further growth.
Located in south central Wisconsin 
90 minutes northwest of Milwaukee 
and 50 minutes northeast of Madison, 
Beaver Dam is surrounded by rich 
farmlands and is a popular destination 
for fishing and boating. The 6,718-
acre Beaver Dam Lake features pan-
fish, largemouth bass, northern pike 
and walleye and flows into the Beaver 
Dam River.
Wayland Academy, located near the 
site of a World War II prisoner of war 
camp that held 300 German prisoners 
in a tent city encampment, is a highly 
acclaimed international preparatory 

school and Beaver Dam also is home 
to Moraine Park Technical College.
The Beaver Dam Chamber of Com-
merce describes the city of more than 
16,000 as a “flourishing city with a 
progressive business and industrial 
climate.”  Among its major employ-
ers are a Kraft Heinz food processing 
plant and Beaver Dam Community 
Hospitals.
Beaver Dam offers a variety of ac-

tivities and entertainment for resi-
dents and visitors, from the Beaver 
Dam Raceway, to the Dodge County 
Center for the Arts and Beaver Dam 
Area Community Theatre to the 
Schultz Cheese Haus, built as an 
exact replica of a true Swiss Chalet. 
Located on Hwy. 151, Schultz’s 
Cheese Haus now carries over 125 
varieties of cheese and sausage.

About the Beaver Dam Community

Beaver Dam apparatus

Ambulance 1251: A 2016 Medtec on 
a Ford E450 chassis.

Ambulance 1252: A 2012 Braun on a 
Ford F450 chassis.

Ambulance 1253: A 2006 Medtec 
ambulance on a Ford E350 chassis.

Ambulance 1254: A 2009 Medtec 
ambulance on a Ford E350 chassis.

Engine 1261: a 2012 Pierce Velocity 
Impel powered by a 450 hp Cummins 
diesel engine 

Engine 1262: a 2000 Pierce Saber 
pumper powered by a 330 hp Detroit 
diesel engine. 
 
Engine 1263: a 2000 Pierce Saber 
pumper powered by a 330hp Detroit 
diesel engine. 

Truck 1271: a 2000 Pierce Dash 
aerial/platform truck powered by a 
500hp Detroit diesel engine.  
 
Brush 1281: A 2016 Ford F-350 4x4 
pickup powered by a 6.2 liter gas 
engine.  
 
UTV 1286: a 2003 Polaris 6x6.  

 
Tanker 1291: A 2005 Pierce tanker/
pumper on a Sterling chassis powered 
by a 455hp Detroit diesel engine.     
 
Car 1282: a 2015 Dodge Durango 
special service vehicle  
 
Car 1280: A 2012 Chevy Tahoe.  
 
Utility 1289: A 2010 Ford F-150 
pickup.

Hazmat 4185: A 1989 Ford L8000 
truck powered by a 7.8-liter diesel 
engine. 

(continued from page 21)




